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Re: Art Institutes

Anthea Sweeney

Wed 6/27/2018 9:22 PM

ccBarbara Gellman-Danley o N

Thanks. | am available anytime tonight or between 6.00 a.m. and 7.30 a.m. Central tomorrow. | will watch for
your call. Our Board meeting begins at 8.00 a.m. Central. Same cell number ||| ] ]I - Thank you.
Anthea

Get Qutlook for Android

From: Jones, Diane

Sent: Wednesday, June 27, 7:51 PM
Subject: RE: Art Institutes

To: Anthea Sweeney

Cc: Barbara Gellman-Danley

Hi Anthea,

I am finally back in the office — lots of detours along the way....sorry about that. If you are available and wish
to chat tonight, | am happy to speak now, and if not, when might be a good time to call you tomorrow?

Diane

From: Anthea Sweeney W;]
Sent: Wednesday, June 27, g
To: Jones, Diane

Cc: Barbara Gellman-Danley
Subject: Re: Art Institutes

Dr. Jones,

Thanks so much for your message. | will wait for your call. | just also got off the phone with both Beth Daggett
and Herman Bounds, who called me together and indicated (similarly) that the memo is not applicable in this
particular situation.

They have advised that HLC should be mindful of current federal regulations on ensuring consistency in
decisionmaking (34 CFR 602.18) and that the cleanest way to do this is to look at our reconsideration policy,
which is a policy that already exists and is available already to all institutions.

I am free and stand ready to speak with you at your convenience at ||| Gz

Thank you,

Anthea M. Sweeney, J.D. Ed.D.

Vice President for Legal and Governmental Affairs
Higher Learning Commission

230 South LaSalle Street, Suite 7-500

Chicago, IL 60604
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From: Jones, Diane I
Sent: Wednesday, June 27, 2018 3:32 PM
To: Anthea Sweeney

Cc: Barbara Gellman-Danley

Subject: Re: Art Institutes

Hi Anthea,

I am on my way back from meetings and will call you as soon as | get back. The guidance document was
issued in error and we will be releasing corrected guidance. We've actually been working on a document to
rescind that guidance and we were planning to issue it this week. I'm disappointed that it got sent to you since
it is known that we are retracting that policy because it creates a catch 22 for students who enroll in programs
that won't issue accreditation until the first class graduates. That accreditation should apply to the students

enrolled in the cohort that led to accreditation.

The main point is that we want students who are graduating to be able to graduate from an accredited program
since it was accredited when they enrolled and during their enrollment. It would be limited to students in the
teach out plan as well as those who are transferring credits earned at Al until this point or who are transitioning
to the accredited on-line campus. Al would not be allowed to enroll new students and the teach out would be

carefully monitored, but the goal is to make students whole and close the school.
I'll call you ASAP.

Diane
Sent from my iPhone

On Jun 27, 2018, at 3:47 PM, Anthea Sweeney_ wrote:

Dear Under-Secretary Jones,

reinstatement of accreditation.

“accredited” retroactive to the date of action (January 20, 2018).

later date will be viewed by the Department.

I am available by cell at ||| o d ook forward to speaking with you.
Best Wishes,

Anthea M. Sweeney

Vice President for Legal and Governmental Affairs
Higher Learning Commission

230 South LaSalle Street, Suite 7-500

Chicago, IL 60604

| write urgently to follow up on my voicemail earlier this afternoon. | understand from President Gellman-
Danley that the Art Institutes have reached out to your office seeking support for a confidential proposal
which they presented to HLC this week, in lieu of proceeding with HLC's established processes, to seek

The proposal in short indicates that with agreement by HLC to nullify its Board’s previous action, which was
based on evaluation and evidence, to move the Institutes from Accredited to Candidate status after
approving their transaction with the Dream Center, they would cease enrolling students and teach-out
currently enrolled students through 12/31/2018, except for those students who transfer to their online
Division which is accredited by Middle States. Such an action would involve our Board deeming the Institutes

Yesterday we listened and clarified the salient points of the proposal. We were already scheduled to provide
our Board an update this week and committed only to proceeding with that update. We also received
guidance (attached) from our analyst at the U.S. Department of Education, Beth Daggett, regarding
retroactive actions by accreditors, as authored by Herman Bounds. We would greatly appreciate having
clarity from the Department for purposes of our Board update as to how any decision they may make at a
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